CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  15th MARCH  2007.
Present:
Becki Withers :Vice Chair

Douglas Micklethwait 


Simon Falla.



Eddie Quirk








Tim Harker



Jonny Sykes









David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  WCC Cllr Robert Hall, KDC Cllr Peter Veasey, PC Mike Randall and one parishioner.
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES :   Cllr Brown (Chairman) : business abroad. 

N.B.   In the absence of the Chair, Vice Chair presided.
ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  Cllr Withers declared an interest in Item 9 since there was a proposal to re-route a short element of the footpath over Withers’ land.
ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Subject to addition of Cllr Harker’s name at Item 14 (actioned), approval of the minutes of the meeting on 15th February 07 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.
Adjournment No 1  -  County Council Matters
The Chair welcomed WCC Cllr Robert Hall and adjourned the meeting to permit a general discussion of WCC matters and Cllr Hall’s early departure.  The principal issues raised related to timing any of PC input to a forthcoming review of speed limits – best held until the Government consultation exercise stage – and an update on the Unitary Council proposal.    The Meeting was then re-convened.
ITEM  4 :   
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  
4.1
Item 4.1:Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  A Licence to Cultivate was still awaited from WCC.
4.2
Item 9 : Property Values – Insurance.  The Clerk advised that CFPC had agreed to the re-valuation of the War memorial and to the consequent increase in their share of the revised premium – see Item 6.5
4.3:  
Item 23.2 : Reorganisation of WCC Registration Service.  The Clerk read the objection he had lodged and this was agreed by all to represent their views as discussed. 
ITEM 5 :  OBJECTION TO B.T. POLE AT CADLEY GREEN
5.1
The Clerk reminded Members that he had submitted the original objection to BT on 23 September 06 and that a negative response, indicating that the next step would be to appeal to the County Court, had been received dated 4th January 07.  At that stage there had been no alternative at to reference to KDC since the BT letter referred to KDC agreement to the pole positioning.  Kennet had responded (letter dated 15 February) indicating that KDC had not been given, on the contrary they advised that the owner (Chute PC) had to be consulted first.  Since it seemed that BT had gone ahead without consulting either the PC or other interested parties it was recommended that the appeal procedure should be followed. Unfortunately, it now seemed that recourse to the Court was time restricted to a maximum of 4 months from the date of the original objection.  Therefore we were almost time-barred by the time the BT response was received and we were certainly outside the limit by the time we had consulted KDC.  The Clerk had therefore referred the situation back to KDC seeking further advice – e.mail dated 24 February – and had suggested that KDC legal staff had a role in the affair.   The latest, verbal, advice was that the papers had now been referred to KDC legal branch.   

5.2
Subsequent discussion supported the Clerk’s actions and, further, noted his concerns over the practicalities of appeal through the County Court : such as potential cost. KDC advice was now awaited but in the meantime the Clerk was instructed to send a further interim letter to BT advising them of the effect of their earlier delay, that legal advice was now being sought, and requesting advice of their ‘case officer’.  Action : Clerk

Adjournment No 2  -  Police Matters
The Chair welcomed PC Mike Randall and adjourned the meeting to permit a general discussion of policing matters with involvement of the parishioner present. The principle matters covered were the  planned development of a police strategy for the Tidworth area to reflect the increase in population,  and actions in hand to develop liaison arrangements between the Neighbourhood Policing Team and the community.  PC Randle was then able to leave and the meeting was re-convened.
ITEM 6 :  APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS (All were unanimously approved  – proposer/seconder shown for each) 
6.1  £221.86 to Clerk for refund of expenses  ( period 16 Aug 06 to 28 Feb 07) – Cllr Harker/Cllr Quirk.
  
Note: Cllr Sykes confirmed that he had carried out spot checks on the records and his sole criticism 
was that, as usual,  they tended to understate the costs incurred by the Clerk.
6.2  £850.50 to Clerk as salary for 2nd half of financial year. -  Cllr Sykes/Cllr Harker
6.3  £120.00 to KDC (January and February Amenity Skips). – Cllr Falla/Cllr Micklethwait 
6.4  £32.50 to Village Hall : rental for Jan , Feb and March meetings. – Cllr Harker/Cllr Micklethwait
6.5  £23.56 to Allianz Cornhill Insurance (revaluation of property) – Cllr Withers/Cllr Falla  
ITEM 7 :  PLANTING BELT AT SOUTH/SE  BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW
7.1
The Clerk recorded that detail of work planned by Shaftesbury Housing Association (SHA) had been e/mailed to all members on 20th February and noted that all this work seemed now to have been completed – including hedge planting and several new trees. It was agree that, although the result was very bare, as feared,  there should be a significant improvement in this entrance to the village over the coming years.
ITEM 8 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
8.1
Application 56029/F  Chute Collis Cottage – Move of access (Retrospective).  The Clerk advised that the papers had completed circulation in advance of the Meeting and there were no objections/reservations notified. A response of ‘no objection’ was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.

8.2
To note and confirm all received/processed since last meeting .   The Clerk read the following  record of actions since the last meeting:-

55592/F  Melbury Lodge, Upper Chute: 2 x 2 Storey extensions.    PC Objected.  Application now withdrawn.

ITEM 9 :  PROPOSED DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH 18 CHUTE
NB  Vice Chair withdrew for this Item – see Item 2.  Cllr Falla was unanimously elected to preside in her absence.
9.1
WCC were in receipt of a proposal (by the landowner) to divert this Right of Way and had referred this for comment/observations: the Clerk noted that the papers and plan together with his notes on the provision in the Highways Act 1980 (Section 119) had been circulated in advance of the Meeting.
9.2
Discussion produced agreement that there were a number of technical difficulties with the proposal which should be notified.  As regards the matter of whether the proposal should be opposed, Members had  sympathy with both the landowner and the users of the RofW and it was hard to determine where the balance should fall in terms of  the requirement in Section 119(6) of the Act that the authorities must be satisfied that the diverted path ‘will not be substantially less convenient to the public’.  Also (under 119(6)(a))  ‘ having regard to the effect which ..the diversion would have on public enjoyment of the path or way as a whole’.   It was agreed that the over-arching responsibility of the Parish Council to preserve the quality of the area – overlooking as it does the heart of the Upper Chute Conservation Area  suggested that provision of a covenant to prevent any further change/erosion of the quality of the area concerned might well be sufficient to satisfy Members that the proposed diversion should not be opposed.  The Clerk to draft a response for WCC on these lines and circulate for agreement by the 18th March.  Action : Clerk
Cllr Withers, Vice Chair returned to preside for remainder of the meeting.
 ITEM 10 :  
ROAD WORKS/PARISH STEWARD SCHEME
10.1
The Clerk, as liaison officer, advised that lines of communication were open with Highways staff but there was no progress to report on the list of outstanding road-works.
ITEM  11:  
PARISH EMERGENCY PLANNING
11.1
In the absence of Cllr Brown, this item be carried over till the next meeting. Action : Chair
ITEM 12 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA-BASE (Emergency Services)
12.1
Cllrs Sykes and Falla reported that their action to check the accuracy/completeness of the original (Ambulance Service) data-base was virtually complete but that this would now have to be checked against the new (Police supplied) data-base.  This work would be carried out as soon as practicable.  Action Cllrs Sykes and Falla
ITEM 13 :
COMMUNITY WEB-SITE

13.1
Cllr Falla reported that in accord with the Council’s intention to promote and facilitate the establishment of a Community Web-site he had made considerable progress and the basic format had been made available for inspection recently.  At this stage he and Emma Hawkins were managing this site and had called for input/commitment from key organisations in the community (Chute and Chute Forest Parishes). 
13.2
After discussion it was agreed that steps should now be taken to use this Community facility to publicise Chute Parish Council matters – in effect an extension of the hard copy display of information. Also, in accordance with the commitment to ‘Quality Council’ standards, to move towards the provision of the means for feedback from Parishioners. As a first step, the Clerk to provide Cllr Falla with Agendas and (draft) Minutes for inclusion when he distributes/displays hard copy for each Meeting. Proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by all.   Action Cllr Falla & Clerk
ITEM 14 :
ALLOTMENTS / ‘LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
14.1
Cllr Sykes advised that he, supported by the Clerk, had reviewed the position on site and had then discussed the way ahead with Mr Bill Merritt the ‘leading’ allotment-holder who occupied the outbuildings on the boundary of the site.   Mr Merritt had not been well recently but Cllr Sykes thought he would be much recovered shortly and, at that time, he intended to walk the ground with him and, in liaison with the Chair, clarify/discuss the actions which must be taken to permit the fencing of the boundary by Mrs Mustey.  Action: Cllr Sykes and Chair
ITEM 15 :
JOINT NOTICE-BOARD FACILITIES – C.F.P.C. PROPOSAL
15.1
Discussion revealed reservations over the need for a full scale notice board at the Lower Chute location given that the official board is at the Village Hall. Even if there were a requirement, there must be  reservations over the acceptability of a notice board large enough to permit the unavoidable concurrent display of matters by both Parish Councils. Since Chute Forest PC had no immediate need, it was agreed that the Clerk should advise along these lines but indicate that, once a need became imminent, Members would of course be happy to look at the matter again.   Agenda action : Clerk
ITEM 16 :
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 5 APRIL 2007
16.1
The Clerk advised that, although this was not a Council Meeting, it was traditional for as many Members as possible to attend – some would of course attend wearing other hats, but this year there was another consideration – see AOB 
Adjournment No 3  -  Parishioner’s Input
The Chair adjourned the meeting briefly to allow member of the public (Mr J Turner) the opportunity to speak. A number of matters were discussed, primarily the damage to the soft verges in the Parish – his concerns were accepted and noted.
ITEM  17:
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS – 3 MAY 2007
17.1
The Clerk reminded Members of the key dates for candidates and distributed KDC candidacy ‘packs’ to all Members.  He advised that no other potential candidates had contacted him to date.
ITEM  18:



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
18.1
The Clerk advised that a Planning Application had just arrived with a deadline for response to KDC of 3 April 07 :  subject erection of dwelling on land adjacent to 2 Prospect Cottages, Upper Chute.
  An extension until post the next scheduled Meeting on 17th May was not possible, he therefore proposed that an extraordinary meeting should be scheduled immediately after the close of the Parish meeting on 5 April 07 to deal with this. This was agreed by all : papers to be circulated quickly : all would attempt to attend.   Action : Clerk and all Members.
23.3





































The Vice Chair noted that the next scheduled meeting, the Annual Meeting,  was scheduled for 17th May 2007 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.28.
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Signed


Dated


